
 
 

The agreement signed between University of Vic and the Rambam Health 
Care Campus involves working with the Faculty of Medicine of Technion 

Institute, that has relations with the Israeli army and arms companies 
 
The “Complicities that Kill” campaign was launched on the 20th of November 2013 with the 
aim of informing, raising awareness and encouraging people to sign against the collaborative 
agreements between the academic authorities of the University of Vic (UVic) and the Rambam 
Health Care Campus and the University of Haifa, two Israeli university centres. The agreement 
signed with the Rambam Health Care Campus involves collaboration with the Faculty of 
Medicine of the Israel Institute of Technology, Technion. This was stated by the Rector of the 
UVic, Mr Jordi Montaña, in the article “La internacionalització de la UVic” published in his blog 
on the same day we launched the campaign. Today we are publishing this document about the 
relationships that Technion has with the Israeli Army and two of the most powerful arms 
companies in the country. We would also point out some of the consequences that these 
relationships have among the Palestinian population and all the civilians that have been 
attacked with these companies’ arms. 
 
Have the leaders of our university never asked themselves what these key Israeli research 
centres are seeking when they sign agreements with the UVic? We in this campaign are 
convinced that they have not: neither the Rector of the University of Vic, nor the President of 
the Fundació Universitària Balmes and mayor of Vic, Mr Josep Maria Vila d’Abadal, nor many 
of the people who until now have stated their accordance with the signing of agreements, such 
as the Vic City Council’s governing team, or they have chosen not to take a position publicly. 
TECHNION is clearly involved in the policies of occupation of the Israeli state. The agreements 
that the UVic has signed with the Rambam Hospital and Technion make it an accomplice, 
through legitimisation. And it is precisely this that these centres, and the Israeli government, 
are seeking, at the end of the day: international legitimisation to maintain and continue 
benefiting from the occupation of the Palestinian Territories. 
 
Israel Institute of Technology (Technion):  
 

• TECHNION has taken part in the militarisation of the “IDF Caterpillar D9” excavator and 
in the development of its remote control system.  

o During the military offensive in 2002 in the West Bank (Operation Defensive 
Shield) this excavator was used to raze the refugee camps of Jenin. The military 
operation in Jenin began on the 3rd of April and ended on the 18th. More than 
150 buildings were destroyed. 52 Palestinians, half of them civilians, and 23 
Israeli soldiers lost their lives.  

o On the 16th of March 2006, the North American activist Rachel Corrie died 
crushed by one of these excavators while she tried to stop the demolition of a 
Palestinian house in the Gaza Strip.  



o These excavators are currently used for the demolition of Palestinian houses. 
According to the report of the The Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions 
(ICAHD) since 1967 the Israeli Army has destroyed close on 25,000 Palestinian 
houses between Gaza and the West Bank, causing the displacement of 160,000 
Palestinians (4 times the number of inhabitants of Vic, in fact).  

• TECHNION has taken part in the development of a system for detecting underground 
tunnels. The tunnels are the only way the population of the Gaza Strip has to break the 
blockade to which it has been subjected since 2005. According to the British newspaper 
The Guardian (22/11/2013), the blockade that Israel has imposed on the Gaza Strip 
since 2005, along with the destruction of the tunnels by Egyptian authorities (an 
essential collaborator in the oppression of the Palestinian people), has turned the Gaza 
Strip into a totally uninhabitable territory: more than 80% of its 1.7 million inhabitants 
need humanitarian aid and it is expected that 65% of the families will end this year with 
serious food shortages. 

• TECHNION has opened a centre for the development of electro-optical technology   
together with the Elbit Systems company, one of the main Israeli manufacturers of 
electronic defence materials. 

o ELBIT SYSTEMS is one of the two main contractors of the electronic detection 
closure, a key part of the Apartheid Wall that Israel has built in the West Bank. In 
July 2004 the International Court of Justice declared the Wall illegal and that it 
represented a breach of International Law by the Israeli State. 

o In June 2008, within the setting of the same agreement that ELBIT SYSTEMS 
and Technion established for the opening of the research centre in electro-optical 
technology, ELBIT SYSTEMS announced the awarding of a series of grants from 
which over the following five years up to half a million dollars would be 
awarded to Technion for research purposes.  

o The following year, 2009, TECHNION awarded the qualification of Honorary 
Doctor to the Chairman and Executive Director of ELBIT SYSTEMS, Yosef 
Ackerman. In March 2013, Ackerman announced that under his leadership Elbit 
Systems had become the largest arms company (he calls it defence) in the state 
of Israel and one of the leaders around the world. 

o In 2009, the Norwegian Ministry of Finances withdrew the investments it had in 
Elbit stating that it did not wish to contribute with funding the companies so 
directly related to the breach of International Humanitarian Law.  

o In 2010, the largest finance institution in Denmark (Danske Bank), and the 
largest Pension Fund in Sweden did the same. 

• TECHNION offers specific training for engineers to work in ELBIT SYSTEMS and 
RAFAEL ADVANCED DEFENSE SYSTEMS.  

• RAFAEL is a state arms company that develops and produces military technology that 
develops and produces military technology for both the Israeli Army and for exportation. 



One of its “star” products is different components for the main tank of the Israeli army, 
the Merkava (currently in its fourth version: Mark IV). It is also the manufacturer of the 
“smart” TAMUZ missile, used for bombing both Lebanon and Gaza, and more recently 
Syria. 

• Both RAFAEL and ELBIT SYSTEMS sell their products abroad promoting them with the 
argument that they are “tested in combat”. What interest can these two companies have in 
ending the conflict and Occupation of the Palestinian Territories?  

• TECHNION participates in ATIDIM, a special academic programme for young Israelis 
that postpones their entry into the army and does so with academic training. Through 
programmes such as these, it offers economic, social and academic support to the 
economically more vulnerable sectors of Israeli society. The Arabs with Israeli 
nationality, on not being called up to the army, as well as Jewish conscientious 
objectors who refuse to serve, are excluded from this type of programme. In exchange 
for this help, and once the studies are completed, the students form part of the army 
and are employed according to the studies undertaken. They specialise in law, 
medicine and scientific research, among other subjects.  

• In comparison with other Israeli academic institutions, TECHNION is the centre with the 
highest percentage of students serving in the army reserve, many of whom form part of 
both the academic elite of Technion and the military elite of the army.  

• With these two links with the armament industry, it is no surprise that many students of 
TECHNION have worked directly on matters relating to the development of complex 
arms in the research process of their theses.  

• As well as the usual benefits for reservists, TECHNION awarded grants to students 
who, during the bombing of Gaza at the end of 2008 and early 2009 (Operation Cast 
Lead) enlisted as reservists and served in the army. More than 1,300 people, one third 
of them minors, died.  

Before what we have explained here, we call on the authorities of the UVic and the FUB to 
reconsider their decision and annul the collaborative agreements with this institution. 
Establishing complicities with TECHNION is establishing COMPLICITIES THAT KILL. 
We also call on everyone who reads this document to share it and sign the campaign 
manifesto. Thank you very much.  
 
 
Vic, 7th january 2014   
 
 
Complicitats que maten 
complicitatsquematen@gmail.com 
www.complicitatsquematen.wordpress.com 

 
 


